THE WAR OF THE UNKNOWN WARRIORS
an address broadcast
july 14, 1940
July 5.     The Petain Government breaks off diplomatic relations with
Britain.
July 8.    The Navy disables the new French battleship Richelieu at
Dakar,
July II.   Germany siezes all French gold and securities.
July 12.   Britain agrees to close the Burma road to armaments traffic
for three months,
[July 14, 1940.
I |URING the last fortnight the British Navy, in addition to
V_^/ blockading what is left of the German Fleet and chasing the
Italian Fleet, has had imposed upon it the sad duty of putting
effectually out of action for the duration of the War the capital ships
of the French Navy. These, under the Armistice terms, signed in the
railway coach at Compiegne, would have been placed within the
power of Nazi Germany. The transference of these ships to Hitler
would have endangered the security of both Great Britain and the
United States. We therefore had no choice but to act as we
did, and to act forthwith. Our painful task is now complete.
Although the unfinished battleship the Jean Bart still rests in a
Moroccan harbour and there are a number of French warships at
Toulon and in various French ports all over the world, these are
not in a condition or of a character to derange our preponderance
of naval power. As long, therefore, as they make no attempt to
return to ports controlled by Germany or Italy, we shall not molest
them in any way. That melancholy phase in our relations with
France has, so far as we are concerned, come to an end.
Let us think rather of the future. To-day is the fourteenth of
July, the national festival of France. A year ago in Paris I watched
the stately parade down the Champs Elysees of the French Army
and the French Empire. Who can foresee what the course of
other years will bring ? Faith is given to us, to help and comfort
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